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Thirty fi ve years: a benchmark time.  There are many successes to cel-Thirty fi ve years: a benchmark time.  There are many successes to cel-Tebrate in this anniversary year.  Thanks to the extraordinary efforts, Tebrate in this anniversary year.  Thanks to the extraordinary efforts, Tleadership and expertise of Arbor Montessori’s parents, we benefi ted Tleadership and expertise of Arbor Montessori’s parents, we benefi ted Tfrom the highest year of giving to our Annual Fund, enjoyed a “fun Tfrom the highest year of giving to our Annual Fund, enjoyed a “fun T
and wild” auction party, and pioneered a new tradition, the Phoenix Society.  
Parent leaders, willing to go above and beyond, stepped forth as generous bene-
factors as the founding members of the Phoenix Society.  Arbor Montessori’s 
parents are exemplars and trailblazers that volunteer their vast skills, give from 
their hearts, and make vital contributions to the future sustainability and orga-
nizational development of Arbor.  

Our Accomplishments
As Arbor Montessori nears the end of 35 successful years, we are favorably 
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Our Accomplishments

positioned to seize the opportunities that lie ahead.  This year’s achievements:  
• We completed the planning and preparation phase of our Strategic Plan. 
• We successfully completed our AMI Montessori re-accreditation process at 
both the primary and elementary levels.  
• We received glowing reports from our AMI/USA consultants that confi rmed 
our impeccable application of AMI Montessori principles at each developmental 
level.  This standard of excellence was refl ected in our recent parent satisfaction 
survey where 96% of Arbor parents were satisfi ed or very satisfi ed with their 
children’s experience at Arbor.    
• Our middle school continues as a leader in Project 2012 to develop an AMI 
urban model adolescent program based on Maria Montessori’s principles.  
• Because we are a work place of choice, a school of distinction, and a visionary 
community that sponsors candidates for AMI Trainings, we have a wealth of 
exceptional in-house talent.  This means we can proactively respond to person-
nel cycles by seamlessly fi lling positions with gifted professionals. 

Our Common Ground 
Arbor Montessori’s clearly defi ned purpose and compelling vision provide the 
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internal architecture that unites our community with a strong sense of mis-
sion and common ground that guarantees our long term viability.  The parent 
satisfaction survey in March revealed that 95% of our parents understand our 
vision and purpose as an AMI Montessori school.  Arbor Montessori has not 
only staff committed to AMI Montessori principles but also an overwhelming 
number of families with the same commitment.  

Celebrating 35 Years of Commitment
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Our Organizational Potential
Where the school stands now is a testament to the quality of our Montessori 
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education and to 35 years of commitment, hard work and dedication. And yet, 
we are just beginning to tap our organizational potential.  The parents on our 
Board of Trustees, Board Committees, our Parent Involvement Coordinators 
and parent volunteers have worked tirelessly in partnership with us to build a 
solid foundation that offers a spring board to take us to the next developmen-
tal level.  Their vision, commitment and expertise have proven invaluable.  

Our Kick-Off Celebration
Next fall, Arbor Montessori will formally kick off its strategic planning process 
Our Kick-Off Celebration
Next fall, Arbor Montessori will formally kick off its strategic planning process 
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with a community celebration and an invitation to all parents to participate 
in this community-building process.  Understanding Arbor Montessori’s his-
tory, where we are today and exploring future possibilities is an inspirational 
and exhilarating task.  The past has gifted us with a legacy of responding 
to challenges and opportunities with determination, ingenuity and courage.  
Arbor remains in the vanguard because of our relentless pursuit of excellence, 
knowledge and personal, professional and organizational growth.  It is with 
great optimism that I view Arbor’s next step in organizational maturity and 
the evolutionary strategic planning process that will make this possible.  This 
“living” strategic plan will move us purposefully forward with our vision clear, 
commitment and energy renewed, and a way to more effi ciently and effectively 
achieve our goals. It will provide a compass for Arbor Montessori’s important 
future and continued leadership in the Montessori community.  

Our Task for the Future
As Montessorians, ours is the task—the mission—to advocate for the needs of 
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all children and to lead others to change the world.  Montessori education pro-
vides children with the environment that allows for their holistic development, 
evoking and nurturing what is best in human beings.  This is their birthright 
and humanity’s hope.  Together we carry on this great task.  As we end this 
celebratory year, I want to again thank parents and staff for their investments 
of money, time and heart.   Your commitment to community values, your love 
and selfl ess service create the synergy that unlocks Arbor’s potential and guar-
antees our future success.  As I refl ect on our good times working together, I am 
overwhelmed with fond memories and a deep sense of gratitude.  I am honored 
to be a part of this community.  

 —Irene Purser

Celebrating 35 Years of Commitment



By Liza Davis

On November 22, 2005, Arbor celebrated Grandparents and Special Friends Day with a 
special fl ourish, drawing a record crowd to a celebration of those offering their nurtur-
ing presence “behind the scenes.”  According to host Alison Harris, whose daughter 
Emma is in the LaVista II primary class, every child there averaged three adults in at-
tendance, and, with the efforts of coordinators Martha Addison and Diane Sherrill, as 
well as a bevy of volunteer parents, the event was a resounding success.  The day opened 
with a gathering in the Middle School classroom.  Grandparents and special friends 
were treated with hors d’oeuvres, coffee, and juice as they listened to an a capella perfor-
mance by the Arbor girls’ chorus and a brief concert by an Arbor band, complete with 
guitar and amplifi ers.  A highlight of the morning was the reunion of charter teachers 
Betty Litsey and Arabelle Luckhardt, who spoke briefl y about the principles on which 
Arbor was founded in commemoration of the school’s thirty-fi fth anniversary.  After this 
event, the guests retired to individual classrooms to observe, fi rst-hand, how their Arbor 
students used materials and engaged in hands-on learning.  Since each student had been 
given a specifi c responsibility in preparing for the day, and each parent had been as-
signed an Arbor child, the classroom tours went fl awlessly.  Tasty food was a-plenty in 
these venues, too, thanks to generous parents from all quarters.  When noon arrived, 
many children departed for the afternoon with their grandparents or special friends, and 
everyone left with a greater sense of the special community that is Arbor.  

Celebrating with a Flourish
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Through faculty education funds, each year Arbor’s annual fundraising dollars provide 
faculty and staff the opportunity to attend conferences and workshops.  We are pleased 
to share a few expressions of excitement and gratitude derived from several of this year’s 
experiences.

Thanks to the generosity of Arbor parents, I was able to participate in two Montessori 
Conferences recently.  In January, I heard Richard Louv, author of “Last Child in the 
Woods: Saving our Children from Nature-Defi cit Disorder”, and in February I went to 
the language refresher course.  Both of these conferences were extremely helpful and 
invigorating.  Thank you for letting me participate in these continuing education oppor-
tunities.  

 —Deedee Murphy

This year all four Middle School teachers attended the Annual NAMTA professional 
Development Meeting for Montessori Teachers of Adolescents in April.

The conference was an opportunity to network with other Montessori practitioners 
working in adolescent education.  These opportunities to share experiences and struc-
tures are key to the development of a common set of practices for the Montessori middle 
school.  How exciting to be a part of such a great endeavor.  It was neat to recognize 
Arbor’s role as a pacesetter in the fi eld.  We have so much to offer other schools who are 
striving to do what we have already done!

—Annie Frazer

I had a great time in Chicago.  It was an opportunity for the 4 of us to share a common 
experience and hear the latest from the Montessori adolescent community.  I was also 
struck by how far we’ve come as a group.  I attended an adolescent conference at the 
same location 10 years ago and it’s clear that we have a shared vision of what this work 
needs to be that we didn’t have then.  Also, for me, it was a chance to speak a little about 
our program and its strengths – offer some insights about how to carry out the essential 
parts of what Dr. Montessori believed was important for adolescents.  David also does a 
good job of connecting our work to what’s out there in the larger education community 
– where Montessori fi ts.  There is lots of excitement about the next step – Montessori 
high schools and what they should look like.  This is logical because the 12 -15 level is 
the fastest growing part of Montessori in the US – over 350 programs!  Chicago was a 
chance to be a part of all that collective energy.

 —Jan Deason

Fundraising Dollars at Work
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Arbor Montessori School
2005-2006 
Board of Trustees

Katherine Brokaw
President   

Leslie Logan
Vice President

Maria Wynens
Secretary   

Bruce Taylor
Treasurer

Becca Carlton
Jan Deason  
Rich Escoffery
Barbara Ann Fox
Linda Grogan
Karen Horace
Emilie Mobley
Deedee Murphy
Irene R. Purser 
Mickey Phillips-Black
Rick Porter
Kate Ramsey
Dianne Sherrill
Lynne Wepfer   

2005 – 2006
Committee Chairs

Executive
Katherine Brokaw 

Communications
Leslie Richardson  

Diversity
Tai-Yi Su

Finance
Bruce Taylor 

Fundraising 
Chris and Larry Gramlich

Health and Safety
Barb Pettitt   

Parent Involvement 
Allison Coplein
Kathy Evans
Darlene Mashman
Tina Naegle

Personnel
Sue Maschinot
  
Planning
Michael Rich
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Staff

Editor in Chief  
Leslie Richardson

Contributors
Martha Addison
Liza Davis
Jan Deason
Annie Frazer
Larry Gramlich
Deedee Murphy
Cheryl Novak
Irene Purser

Photography
Duane Stork Photography

Distribution
Marlene Murray
Liz Richards

Design
Maloney Design Studio

Printing
Trinity Press

Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!



2005 – 2006
Class Coordinators

Shiela’s Class
Kristen Indermark
Jackie Hornbeck-Wall 
Mandy Sandifer
Lori Solomon

Deedee’s Class
Carolyn Benne
Denise Bomberger
Beth Huffman
Michelle Jordan

Leslie’s Class
Jay Brownstein
Joye Hopkins
Ellen McManus
Tai-Yi Su

Becca’s Class
Lyn Albers
Yuko Mizuno and 
   Peter Chen
Kathleen Clark and 
   David Dean

Emilie’s Class
Oni Borchers
Julie Moxley
Sherry Stahler

Cindy’s Class
Lisa Bridges
Suzanne Folger
Maya Yodh

Alison’s Class
Carolyn Benne
Jules Guedry
Beth Huffman
Leanne Murdoch

Betty’s Class
MaryAnn Mitchell-Hynes
Richard Robison
Lynn Vines

Kate’s Class
Lisa Bridges
Tina Naegle
Sherree Wallace

The Middle School
Kai Chang
Jill Flournory
Mary Ann Saylor

2005 – 2006
Special Committee Chairs 
and Developers

Annual Fund Co-Chairs
Rich Escoffery and Larry Gramlich

Shopping Spree Co-Chairs
Vivian Cook
Lynn Davis
Jenny Dobbs
Karen Horace
Beth Huffman
Michelle Jordan

Auction Co-Chairs 
Chris Gramlich and
Liane Schleifer

Pike’s Receipts Chair 
Lisa Shortell

Web Site Support
Julie Moxley

Hardware & Software 
Tech Support 
Richard Robison

Photographers  Support
Tim Moxley
Duane Stork

A R B O R  M O N T E S S O R I  2 0 0 6  A N N UA L  R E P O R T

7

Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!



A R B O R  M O N T E S S O R I  2 0 0 6  A N N UA L  R E P O R T

Current Arbor Families
Anonymous
Rebekah and Curtis Alley
Elizabeth and Ed Ardell
Lyn Albers and Scott Banks
Pamela and Ricky Beard
Marian Evatt and James Beauchamp
Debra Bergman Carter
Carolyn and Chris Benne
Joan and Keith Berland
Alka and Hemant Bhalla
Lizanne Thomas and David Black
Denise Bomberger and Ron Bouterse
Cindy and Dwight Bowen
Beth and Joseph Bowers

Cris Correia and Neil Bradley
Carolina and Thomas Branch
Lisa Ann and Ned Bridges
Susan Glover and Eugene Britton
Gail and William Brown
Tien Nguyen and Jay Brownstein
Virginia and Arthur Buff
Liza Davis and John Bugge
Kathryn Evans and Susan Casey
Chris Davis and Sheila Cavanagh
Maya Yodh and Martin Cetron
Katy Yao and Kai Chang
Jeani and Willie Chen
Yuko Mizuno and Peter Chen
Xing Zhang and Xiaodong Cheng

Donors to the 2005 Annual Fund
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By Larry Gramlich

As Arbor celebrated its 35th year, it also celebrated the birth of a new fundraising 
tradition - the Phoenix Society!  In its inaugural year, the 41 families and friends of 
Arbor who each contributed at least $1,000 each to the Annual Fund donated a total 
of $48,400.  Thanks to the leadership shown by the inaugural members of the Phoe-
nix Society, and thanks to the generous contributions made by so many to the Annual 
Fund, the Auction, and our other fundraising efforts, we were able to raise a record-
breaking $155,000.  These fundraising efforts support our teacher education pro-
grams, fi nancial aid, and other programs which help Arbor provide such a wonderful 
learning experience for our kids!  On behalf of the administration, teachers, staff and, 
most importantly all of the children of Arbor, the Fundraising Committee thanks all of 
you for your generous gifts.

• The Board of Trustees gave a combined total of $11,225 to the Annual Fund
• Gifts of $500 and greater were given by 72 current Arbor families
• Phoenix Society members contributed $48,400
• Grandparents, Alumni Families, and Friends generously donated $10,955

Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!
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Donors to the 2005 Annual Fund

Jeeyeoon and Haedoo Choi
Lydia and Jeffrey Cochran
Marian and Bill Cooper
Carla and Graham Courtney
Pandora Sheraden and Ron Cox
Janet and Tom Cross
Kathleen Clark and David Dean
Jennifer and James Demer
Candice and Robert Diggs
Richard Robison and Andrea Doneff
Laura and William Drummond
Sara McClintock and John Dunne
Lisa Panlilio and Andy Eilers
Mars Sanchez and Tim Ely
Kay and John Entrekin
Cam and Richard Escoffery
Shanila and Irfan Essa
Tricia Warren and Tim Finn
Jill and Eli Flournoy
Suzanne and Gray Folger
Barbara Fox
Michelle and Allen Futral
Cecilia Maza and Kevin Gallagher
Nina and Ramesh Gangadharan
Paul Foster and Julie Gazmararian
Selvin and Recep Gezgin
Sally Chase and Chip Gooding
Chris and Larry Gramlich
Robyn Roberts and Kevin Greiner
Jules and Douglas Guedry
Nina and Mark Hafi tz
Mini and Todd Harris
Lisa and Rob Heller
Mary Goodwin and Ann Herrera

Penny Crump and Robert Holmes
Alexandra and Michael Hook
Karen and Donald Horace
Beth and Jeffrey Huffman
Mary Ann Mitchell and Joseph Hynes
Kristen and Howard Indermark
Rene and Michael Iverson
Kara and Terry Jacobson
Priya Dayamani and Sathish John
Michelle and Matthew Jordan
Ann Hardie and Drew Jubera
Jill Pryor and Edward Krugman
Khimmie and Michael Kua
Melissa Lamberti
Sandra and James Laskowski
Willa and Joe Lee
Tai-Yi Su and Scott Leslie
Nancy Wiggins-Lester and Bill Lester
Lori and Allan Levey
Daniel Levitas
Travis and Michael Lloyd
Umbreen and Afzal Lodi
Andrew Martin
Darlene and Walter Mashman
Kristine Bisgard and Emmanuel Maurice
Miriam and Charles McCann
Ellen and James McManus
Jacqueline and Stuart McRae
MG McReynolds
Bryan and Robin Mermans
Marian Meyers
Emilie and Andrew Mobley
Leanne and George Murdoch
Julia and Jack Murphy
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Donors to the 2005 Annual Fund
Tina and John Naegle
Reetika and Arun Nijhawan
Vandana and Prince Niyyar
Lynne and Neil Norton
Cheryl and Bill Novak
Mary Emily and Greg O’Bradovich
Deborah and Michael O’Reilly
Lani and Bill Paxton
Lynn Davis and John Petritis
Cherry and Richard Porter
Amy and Franklin Pridgen
Gabriela and Thomas Probst
Allison Coplein and Ian Rapaport
Diane and Jeffrey Raymond
Susan Reed
Melissa Adams and Philip Rhodes
Elisabeth Harris and Tony Ridings
Wendy and Harry Riggs
Becky and Paul Roberts
Liane Schleifer and Eliot Robinson
Katherine Brokaw and Steven Russ
Margaret and Joshua Sagarin
Mandy and John Sandifer
Sarah Satola
Mary Ann and Lance Saylor
Shiela Pereira-Scruggs and Tom Scruggs
Amanda and Rob Setili
Vicky and Bruce Shecter
Joanna and George Shepherd
Lisa and Greg Shortell
Mayura and Geoffrey Simon
Kerri and Alan Smith
Lore Ruttan and Brian Smith
Thomas L. Smith
Lori and Harold Solomon
Neely Sood
Anne and Daren Sorenson
Mindy Millard and Phil Stafford

Phaedra and Ernest Steele
Allyson and Wiley Stone
Alyson Swimm
Corinne and Bruce Taylor
Terri Gansereit and Sally Tennant
Jenny Dobbs and Jennifer Thilo
Michelle and Matthew Timmons
Michael Rich and Amy Tozer
Mary McFarlane and Gregory Turk
Ruth and Douglas Vander Kooi
Janice and Andrew Vernon
Lynn Vines and Matthew Vines
Carol and Charlie Wakamo
Jackie Hornbeck-Wall and James Wall
Sherree and Braxton Wallace
Kelly and Geoffrey Weirich
Phyllis and Stephen Weiss
Vicky and Fredrik Westin
Amy and Jeff Wheeler
Tracey and Thomas Wiley
Margaret and Michael Williams
Leslie Kean and Kirk Ziegler

Grandparents and Family
Anonymous
Marylou and Mel Black
June and Connie Bowers
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cetron
Dr. and Mrs. George Diggs
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Evatt
James Galbraith
Saul B. Hamond
Anjo Jones
Mardie and Stephen Lange
Dorothy Lynn
Jeane Satola
Dianne and Tom Sherrill

Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!

Owner
Rectangle

Owner
Rectangle

Owner
Rectangle



A R B O R  M O N T E S S O R I  2 0 0 6  A N N UA L  R E P O R T

11

Donors to the 2005 Annual Fund

Alumni Parents and Students
Sharon and Said Abdel-Khalik
Dinny and James Addison
Jennifer and Richard Berman
Shelby and Bernie Johnson
Linda and Erik Magnuson
Alison Mawle
Zanice and Frank Muckler
Deedee and Patrick Murphy
Jeanie and Michael Payne
Leslie and James Richardson
Nancy and Fred Runner
Debra and Karl Saxe
Barbara Pettitt and Richard Schieber
Chris and Elanna Valley
Lynne and William Wepfer

Friends of Arbor
Josylyn McGuire
Dante Stephensen

Teachers and Staff
Martha and Chris Addison
Ellen Boecker
Rebecca Carlton-Fernandez
Jan Deason
Barbara Fox
Linda and Jody Grogan
Daniel and Patty O’Keefe Hutton
Shelby and Bernie Johnson
Jane Lamkin
Elisabeth and Eric Litsey
Leslie Logan
Jacqueline Miller
Deedee and Patrick Murphy
Kathy and David O’Connell
Jeanie and Michael Payne
Mickey Phillips Black
Irene Purser
Kate Ramsey
Leslie and James Richardson

Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!
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Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!

Shiela Pereira-Scruggs and Tom 
Scruggs
Dianne and Tom Sherrill
Brenda and John Strickland
Lynne and Bill Wepfer

Matching Corporate Gifts
American International Group, Inc
Bank of America
CMP Community Connection 
   Foundation
ERMI, Inc
GE Foundation
Great-West Life & Annuity
IBM
The Coca-Cola Company
The Home Depot Foundation
Towers Perrin

In Honor Of:
Joshua, Bryce and Rachel Cetron by 
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cetron

Katherine Chamberlain by Leslie 
Logan

Leafi a Xue Sheraden Cox by 
Pandora Sheraden and Ron Cox

Clarisse P. Fox by Barbara Fox

Seth Heller by Lisa and Rob Heller

Shelby Johnson by Lisa and Ned Bridges

Sofi a Martin by Andy Martin

Toby Smith by Thomas L. Smith

In Memory Of:
Stuart Bentler, Jr. by Leslie Logan

Erwin R. Fox by Barbara Fox

Andrew M. Jubera by Ann Hardie and Drew 
Jubera

Sidney Jacobson by Kara and Terry Jacobson

Randal Simmons by Lynn and Matt Vines

Donors to the 2005 Annual Fund
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Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!

Businesses Donating to Arbor’s 2006 Auction

Arbor is proud to celebrate 20 years of community business support to our school 
through the annual auction.  To businesses both near and far, we are indebted to your 
support.

Abbadabba’s Shoes
Alexia Gallery
All Fired Up - Emory Village
Athens Pizza
Atlanta Gymnastics Center
Atlanta History Center
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Aurora Coffee
Avondale Pizza Café
Bambinelli’s
Bang!Salon, Designer J. Teitter
Callanwolde Fine Arts Center
Candler Park Flower Mart

Cheryl Crawford / YogaKids
Creative Discovery Museum
Decatur Hot Yoga
Dr. Alan Futral
Dr. House Cat, Inc
Duane Stork Photography
Everybody’s Pizza
Fabu Face Spa
Fitness Together
Forsyth Fabrics
Fred Astaire Dance Studios
Front Page News
Good Moves

Owner
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Businesses Donating to Arbor’s 2006 Auction

Great-West Life & Annuity Ins. Co.
High Museum of Art
Highland Automotive
Home Remedy
Hoopla
Intaglia Home Collection
Intown Hardware
James Joyce Irish Pub
Java Monkey
Jazmin Spa
Josyln McGuire
Johnny’s New York Style Pizza - Decatur
Kroger Supermarket
Kyoto Joe’s
Lewis & Sheron Textile Co
Lil Dyer & Seraphim Skincare
Little 5 Points Pharmacy

Little Shop of Stories
Mary Anne Mitchell Photography
Mellow Mushroom
Mexico City Gourmet
Michael C. Carlos Museum
Midtown Bowl
Mingei World Arts
Moon Brothers
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Noodle
Oak Grove Market
One Price Dry Cleaning
Panera Bread
Rainbow Natural Foods
Return to Eden
Sabroso
Salon Red
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Donors to The Founders Fund 2006

The Founders Fund, Arbor’s fi rst and only endowment, reaches $75,000. It was estab-
lished in Spring 2001 to create an endowment fund that will provide the fi nancial re-
sources for faculty and staff enrichment and continued education, sponsor new teachers 
for Montessori training, and support community education programs.

Current Arbor Families
Anonymous
Lisa and Ned Bridges
Susan Glover and Eugene Britton
Andrea Doneff and Richard Robison
Shanila and Irfan Essa
Michelle and Allen Futral
Nina and Ramesh Gangadharan
Chris and Larry Gramlich
Nina and Mark Hafi tz
Lisa and Rob Heller
Penny Crump and Robert Holmes
Michelle and Matthew Jordan
Tai Yi Su and Scott Leslie
Nancy Wiggins-Lester and Bill Lester
Lamia and Mario Maccarrone
Darlene and Walter Mashman
Tina and John Naegle
Melissa Adams and Philip Rhodes

Margaret and Joshua Sagarin
Sarah Satola
Amy Tozer and Michael Rich

Grandparents and Family
Deborah and Henry Bomberger
Trix and Kees Bouterse
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cetron
Helen and Wilton Goodwin
Saul B. Hamond
Anjo Jones
Gladys and Ralph Kitchen
Elizabeth Pilcher
Marilyn and Vernon Ruttan
Jeane Satola
Joseph Wepfer
William Willis
Dr.and Mrs. Gaurang and Kanwal Yodh

Sherrill & Hutchins Financial Advisory, Inc
Shield’s Meat Market
Siggers Hairdressers
Smoke Rise Golf and Country Club
Smoothie King
Sotto Sotto Restaurant & fritti
Starbucks in Decatur
Sue Chef
Supercuts - Emory
Sweet Eatery & Salsarea
Sweet Melissa’s
Taste

The Home Depot
The Seventeen Steps
The Brick Store Pub
The Center for Puppetry Arts, Atlanta
The Container Store
The Tennessee Aquarium
Theatre in the Square
Top Mall USA.com
Urban Body Fitness
Yellow River Game Ranch
Zocalo

Businesses Donating to Arbor’s 2006 Auction
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Friends of Arbor
Ashley Bergmann
Arabelle and Grant Luckhardt
Dante Stephensen

Alumni Parents and Students
Harvey Klehr
Linda and Erik Magnuson
Leslie and James Richardson
Debra and Karl Saxe
Beth Arnow and Steve Weisbrod

Teachers and Staff
Ellen Boecker
Rebecca Carlton-Fernandez
Deedee and Patrick Murphy
Kathy and David O’Connell
Kate Ramsey
Leslie and James Richardson

In Honor Of:
Ali and Jessie Bouterse by 
Deborah and Henry Bomberger and
Trix and Kees Bouterse

Josh, Bryce and Rachel Cetron by
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Cetron and
Dr. and Mrs. Gaurang and Kanwal Yodh

Stella Demer by Elizabeth Pilcher

Seth Heller’s graduation from Arbor by
Lisa and Rob Heller

Nisu and Lia Herrera by 
Helen and Wilton Goodwin

Betty Litsey by 
Arabelle and Grant Luckhardt

Linda Grogan by 
Deedee Murphy and
Becca Carlton-Fernandez

Irene Purser by
Ashley Bergmann
Ellen Boecker
The Hafi tz Family

Kate Ramsey by
Sarah Satola
Tina and John Naegle

Cindy Ragozzine by the Bridges Family

Nancy Satola by William Willis

Carolyn Snead by Tina and John Naegle

Tobias Smith by Gladys Kitchen

Lynne Wepfer by Deedee Murphy

Kyle and Finn Smith-Ruttan by 
Marilyn and Vernon Ruttan

Lara and Mariah by Kate Ramsey

In Memory Of:
Elizabeth Klehr by Harvey Klehr

Edward L. Satola by Jeane L. Satola

Donors to The Founders Fund 2006
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Celebrating 35 Years through Fundraising!

In Kind Donations

Every day, we are given the opportunity to celebrate the Arbor families who fulfi ll 
the wishes and needs of their child’s classroom.  Our community benefi ts from these 
generous in-kind donations.  To the donors of these gifts, too numerous to mention, 
Arbor is indebted.

In Closing

It is only through community support received in response to the campaigns listed in 
these pages that we experience fundraising success.  The Annual Fund and Auction 
gifts benefi t fi nancial aid, faculty education, and operating expense priorities.  During 
the 2005 – 2006 school year, Arbor’s fundraising dollars were used to help support:
• Financial assistance for 16 children • Technology enhancements
• New signage for both campuses  • Security at our Emory campus
• Principal bond payment  • HVAC replacement
• Faculty education funds

We gratefully celebrate and acknowledge a 35-year giving history that continues to 
make Arbor a great place to live and grow.  Thank you for your efforts to create a 
community of care and trust.

We have made every effort to compile and correctly list the information in this 2005 
– 2006 Annual Report.  Please accept our sincere apologies if your name has been 
omitted or listed improperly.  We ask that you notify us by September 1, 2006 of any 
error so that we may publish corrections in a timely manner.  If you would like more 
information regarding giving opportunities to Arbor or have any questions, please 
contact Martha Addison in the Development Offi ce at 404-321-9304 or by e-mail at 
marthaa@arbormontessori.org.

Alumni News

Lara Ramsey (Kate’s daughter) is receiving her PhD in Education from Harvard Lara Ramsey (Kate’s daughter) is receiving her PhD in Education from Harvard Lara Ramsey
University.
Amy Lester is a sophomore at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Jacqueline Larsen is a sophomore at Emory University and is a Latin American 
studies and Spanish major.
Samantha deCamp is a sophomore at University of Georgia and is a pre-med 
biology major.
Paul Noonan will be a freshman at Vassar this fall.
Tyler Gleason received a John Emory Merit Scholarship to Emory University 
for the fall.
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By Cheryl Novak                                                                                                 

Finding the right school for our child was a primary focus for my husband and me 
in 1993. During our search, a friend mentioned Arbor Montessori School and its 
philosophy of educating the whole child. Intrigued, we went to the fall open house 
at Arbor and knew within the fi rst half hour that this school was defi nitely where we 
wanted our daughter to be educated. Words and phrases such as independence, criti-
cal thinking skills, self-discipline, creative expression, diversity and respect all spoke 
to the educational experience we had hoped for, plus the idea of having multi age 
children in one room helping and challenging each other seemed natural and logical.  
After applying and interviewing, we were delighted to receive an acceptance letter for 
our daughter and she was on her way!  

In the primary years, polishing, pouring, sewing, tracing sand paper letters, building 
a pink tower, plus many other amazing activities all prepared her for the next phase 
of her education. Her sense of self was also emerging as well as strong socializa-
tion skills. In lower elementary, Alison and Becky continued the learning process by 
building on learned primary skills and by the use of familiar manipulatives from the 
primary years. Self- esteem was being nurtured continuously and a feeling of passion 
for learning and peaceful co-existence could be felt by simply entering the classroom. 

In upper elementary, Betty and Lisa picked up the thread with more academic 
knowledge and character-building, thus continuing to add on to the beautiful Mon-
tessori tapestry. Now, here we are, after two amazing middle school years, facing the 
sad reality that Quinn’s Arbor experience is coming to an end. Jan, Jacqui, Camille, 
Barbara, and Annie have not only given academic excellence and strength to their 
students but something else, which is as important, if not, in our opinion, more im-
portant: They have given our children understanding and love. They have nurtured, 
advised, listened, respected and sympathized through two of the most challenging 
and diffi cult years for adolescents. They have cheered for, cried with, encouraged and 
given our children what they will need to carry them through not only their school 
years but also through life!

It is with sincere gratitude and love that Bill and I say thank you. Having been a part 
of this caring, supportive Arbor community for the past 11 years has been an experi-
ence that my family will treasure. We are confi dent that Quinn’s high school years at 
Westminster will be successful, thanks to the solid foundation, respect, and love that 
she received at Arbor.            

The Right School



A R B O R  M O N T E S S O R I  2 0 0 6  A N N UA L  R E P O R T

19

Statement of Activities
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